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Renting offers greater flexibility and much less financial commitment than owning a home.
Whether you are renting for lifestyle or financial reasons, it is important to understand the 
process of locating, selecting and applying for a rental property. 

The basics: 

Before you begin your search, it is beneficial to have a clear idea of your requirements 
and specific needs. Search criteria that you should factor into your research phase are: 

Location 
Which area do you want to live in? This is important when it comes to work commute, 
public transport, children’s schools and the area’s reputation. 

Budget 
What is your minimum and maximum budget for renting? It’s important to note that you 
will need to provide a deposit that is usually no more than four weeks rent plus a month 
in advance depending on your location. The deposit is held in case of any damages and 
returned once the agreement is finished. On average people usually spend 1/3  of their 
salary on rent. 

Furnished or unfurnished? 
It can be agreed with your landlord what fixtures and fittings are included in the rental. 
For example, unfurnished properties are cheaper but most landlords will include a fridge, 
freezer and curtains, however always check first. For hotter climates enquire about aircons, 
as well as washing machines. 

Most short-term occupants prefer a fully furnished apartment as they often move and 
don’t need their own furniture, however you may have a different taste to your landlord 
when it comes to interior design. If you’re looking to buy a property after rental, it may be 
good to invest in your own furniture now to save costs over time.
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Home insurance
You won’t need building insurance as this is covered by your landlord, however you 
should buy home insurance for the contents of your home. 

Length of stay 
How long are you looking to rent the property for? This is important as some landlords 
prefer longer or shorter rentals. Longer rentals are bigger commitments; however, they 
provide more security. 

Other things to consider: 

• Are bills included? 
• Do they allow pets? 
• Is smoking permitted? 
• Who are your neighbours? 
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Application process 

Once you have found your perfect place, you will need to submit an application to 
secure the property. This generally involves filling out an application form and supplying 
additional info to the property manager or landlord. 

The application will normally request you provide the details below:

• ID - This can be a passport or driving license. Some agents may ask for bills for    
 previous rental agreements.  

• Employment proof - This is to show your landlord that you are financially secure and  
 can make rental payments monthly. Usually, a payslip or letter from your employer is  
 sufficient.  

• Credit history check - Some private landlords won’t ask for this information and it’s   
 not a legal requirement to provide this, however it may increase your chances of   
 being accepted as a tenant. 

• References – Property managers may contact previous referees such as previous   
 managing agents or character references.

Be sure to answer all the questions that are on the rental application as nondisclosure may 
be enough to exclude you for a high-interest property. 



Tenant’s Guide

Moving in 
One the day you move in the landlord should give you two copies of a completed 
inspection sheet. You should inspect the property, fixtures and fittings to ensure anything 
that requires maintenance is noted on the inspection sheet. Once you have recorded the 
condition of the property, both copies should be signed. One copy is for the landlord 
and the other is for you. You can also take photographs as proof of the condition of the 
property. 

The landlord will provide guidance or instructions manuals on how to use items such 
as AC units or gas boilers. The items must be listed in the tenancy agreement. It is the 
landlord’s responsibility to ensure the home is safe and secure. It is your responsibility to 
keep the premises in an acceptable condition as per the tenancy agreement.

What is a tenancy agreement?
A tenancy agreement is a legal document which contains everything you will need to 
know about the terms of your tenancy – from the period of the let to the conditions which 
underpin it.  In short, it is a document you can take reference from should there be any 
disagreements about issues such as monthly rent, maintenance and repairs, and privacy. 
You should make yourself fully aware of the scope of this document before you sign.

What happens when your tenancy agreement expires?
When a tenancy agreement ends, both parties are entitled to serve your notices to leave 
without any financial penalties. If you decide to stay and your landlord is in agreement, 
a rolling contract can be organised. The notice of a rolling contract is the occurrence of 
rental pay. For example, if you pay every month, you can leave with a notice of one month.
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Ending a tenancy agreement early
If a tenant breaks the lease and leaves early then compensation will be made to the 
landlord. Sometimes life events happen, therefore reach out to your landlord first to see if 
you can come to a mutual agreement. 

Our team at RK Property Partners are here for you if you have any other questions or 
concerns you need answered. Get in touch today to start your journey to your dream 
property. 
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